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Labor and Employment Law
Information Memo

THE NEW YORK STATE MINIMUM WAGE
WILL INCREASE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2006

New York State’s minimum wage will increase from $6.00 per hour to $6.75 per hour effective January 1, 2006, pursuant
to the provisions of the Empire State Wage Act of 2004. Although Federal law currently provides for a minimum wage of
only $5.15 per hour, all employers are obligated to pay their employees who work in New York State the higher minimum
wage set forth in the Empire State Wage Act. New York State’s minimum wage will increase to $7.15 per hour effective
January 1, 2007.
New York State’s minimum wage for food service workers who receive tips will increase from $3.85 per hour to $4.35 per
hour on January 1, 2006, and to $4.60 per hour on January 1, 2007. Employers must ensure that the hourly wage paid
to a food service worker plus the actual tips received by the worker equals or exceeds $6.75 per hour as of January 1,
2006, and $7.15 per hour as of January 1, 2007.
If you have any questions about your obligations under the Empire State Wage Act of 2004, please contact:
In the Capital District, call 518-533-3000 or e-mail:

Nicholas J. D’Ambrosio ndambrosio@bsk.com
In Central New York, call 315-218-8000 or e-mail:

R. Daniel Bordoni dbordoni@bsk.com
On Long Island, call 516-267-6300 or e-mail:

Terry O’Neil toneil@bsk.com
In New York City, call 646-253-2300 or e-mail:

Louis P. DiLorenzo ldilorenzo@bsk.com
In Western New York, call 716-566-2800 or e-mail:

Richard C. Heffern rheffern@bsk.com
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New York’s “Best”

Arbitrations
Collective Bargaining
Discrimination Litigation Defense
ERISA Litigation
Employee Benefits

Leading The Way In New York State
With 14 of its nearly 60 Labor and Employment Law and Employee Benefits attorneys selected
by their peers for The Best Lawyers in America® 2006*, BS&K has more New York-based
“Best” Labor and Employment Law attorneys than any other firm in the State.

Employee Handbook and
Personnel Policies Review
Harassment and Diversity Training
Immigration Matters
OSHA Compliance

Preventive Counseling
Union Avoidance
Unfair and Improper Labor
Practice Defense
Wage-Hour Audits

If it involves your workplace, we can help.

*Copyright 2005 by Woodward/White, Inc., Aiken, SC.

Statewide Coverage
With our Labor and Employment Law and Employee Benefits attorneys located in offices
throughout the State, BS&K has one of the largest workplace practices in the Northeast and
provides a full range of workplace services to all of New York State. And beyond.
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