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Veteran Litigator and Political Strategist  Returns to Tonkon Torp 
to Launch Government Relations and Public Policy Practice 

June 19, 2006 – PORTLAND, Ore. – Tonkon Torp LLP has launched a new government relations and public policy practice, led by former Portlander Mark L. Cushing, who is returning to the firm after more than a decade on the East Coast.  

The new government relations practice emphasizes high level strategic counsel and advocacy on federal, state and local government issues affecting private and public companies.


“Clients understand that organizational success often requires involvement in regulatory or policy action, or preventing harm from such action,” said Cushing.  “Businesses should be as active in strategic public policy initiatives as they are in doing deals, but they need skilled advice to participate in this arena.”  


In addition to working with clients on legislative and regulatory matters, Cushing will provide strategic counsel to organizations who seek to sell their goods or services in the government marketplace.  


Cushing returns to Tonkon Torp as a partner based in Portland.  He will continue to maintain an active Washington, DC practice, allowing the firm to expand its presence in that region.  Most recently, Cushing was a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal LLP, where he represented Oregon companies as well as government and private clients in Canada and the eastern U.S.  


He began his public policy and legal career in Oregon in the 1970s and 80s, advising some of the state’s high profile elected officials and politicians and serving as a special assistant to the Governor.  He first joined Tonkon Torp in 1983 and built a significant business litigation practice.  Cushing left Oregon in 1993 for the East Coast, where he was involved in the financing and launch of two start-ups and led the buyout of a private manufacturing company.


“Mark’s unique combination of skills as a senior business trial lawyer, political strategist and former corporate executive, enable him to provide high-level strategic advice and to advocate on behalf of business clients at any level of government,” said Michael M. Morgan, chair of Tonkon Torp’s managing board.  “We are delighted that he is bringing this capability back to the firm where he began his legal career.”  


A native of McMinnville, Oregon, Cushing earned his B.A. from Stanford University and his J.D. from Willamette University.  
The Firm

Tonkon Torp is a leading business and litigation law firm serving public companies, substantial private enterprises, entrepreneurial businesses and individuals throughout the Northwest. For more information, please visit www.tonkon.com.
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